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Copper, nickel, and other materials necessary for war were very short, and every opportunity of supplementing our supplies of them unostentatiously was disregarded almost intentionally. In order to prove the actual harmlessness of Berlin, even if it meant the ruin of the country, the simplest measures of precaution both economic and industrial were not taken for times of stress.
Apart from the desire to raise no false suspicions in the minds of the Entente, the instinct of keeping scrupulously to the Budget ought to be taken as a guide. We ought to have been able to buy in on a large scale and to be indemnified by the Reichstag if peace should prevail. The event of war was apparently no longer taken seriously. The Government left every department to itself, and quite in the dark as to the views and intentions of the others. Whilst the various military organizations only needed to press the button for mobilization, there was no general scheme for the event of a world-catastrophe. The end of July, 1914, found us in a state of chaos, and indeed with a talent that was not quite equal to the English gift of improvisation, in which our moral conscience could not console us by the fact that the German Empire had been least occupied of all the Great Powers with the possibilities of war. In spite of these suicidal proofs of our love of peace, the world allowed itself to be persuaded of our guilt owing to the mysteries of our policy in July, 1914, which looked like war-agitation. We were the sheep in wolf's clothing.